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 VFW  Everyone who showed up 

for the POW WOW  

  I am writing this prior to the POW WOW!  I 

know the last Pow Wow I held we had a large 

crowd and I hope we will again.  So in advance 

thank you everyone who shown up to it and I 

hope you tried some of the chili!   

 

  The past several months folks have been tell-

ing me what a great job I have been doing thank 

you BUT!  I only picked the right members who 

love this Post as much as I do and gave them 

the ball to run with.  The biggest help was from 

my steering committee you all are awesome. 

 

  At the last Pow Wow a lot of good ideas 

came my way and I listened.  We started to 

invest in the growth of our Post and did a lot 

of maintenance that has enhance the look and 

functionality of our Post.  We did it because 

we are veterans too!  We canôt help others 

veterans if we do not help our self's first!  

Thank you all for sharing your hope and 

dreams of what kind of Post you want. 

Itôs our Post! 

John Burgess 

 

 LAVFW  Lucielle Plantðis our Patri-

otic instructorï Americanism chairman and 

works hard on our membership!  I donôt 

know how many of you realize how much 

Lucielle does for us ladies because even 

though we donôt see her as often as we would 

like.  She is always hard at work for our veter-

ans.  Lucielle is a Past President, District 

President and State President.  We are so lucky 

to have her as a member of 8255 Auxiliary.  

She is a world of knowkedge for us and we 

love her and need her very much 

Love you Lucielle! 

Chele Burgess                

THE VETERANS POST 

WE HONOR THE DEAD BY HELPING THE LIVING  

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

¶ BBQ Cook Off 

¶ Quit Smoking Class 

¶ Tax preparation 

¶ MSgt John Hayes dedica-

tion 

¶ Newsletter Committee 

¶ Phone Tree 

¶ POW WOW 

¶ Patriot Service dogs 

FEBRUARY  2010 

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 8255 
2296 ASTER AVE MIDDL EBURG, FL 32068 

Home of the 08-09 Department of Florida VFW Jr. Vice Commander Billy Moore 

Canteen 904-282-0475  *  Office & Fax 904-282-2418  *  E Mail  commander@vfw8255.com 

Web Page www.vfw8255.org  *http://www.myspace.com/vfw8255 

Clay county Veterans service officer Edgar do (Ed) Silva  904-269-6326  

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION  

From the Commander 

Newsletter Committee      

  We have started a newsletter committee and we are 

looking for a few more good members.  The First 

meeting will be Sunday February 7th at 10am in the 

Main Hall.  Topics will be how to improve on our 

communications with our members Via the Newslet-

ter, E-Newsletter, Web Page and Phone tree system.  

Designate folks in charge of each venue and vote in a 

committee chairman.   

  I have been doing all this my self and I need help!  

Besides I will not live forever and we have a great 

system going and we donôt need to have it fall by the 

wayside.   

   We have a web pages, vfw8255.org and 

vfw8255.com along with the following. 

 http://www.myspace.com/vfw8255 

  Face book look up John Burgess or VFW Post 8255. 

  WI-FI at the Post open for members.  Still working 

out a couple of bugs! 

  Members Computer in the Main Hall with a printer 

  All these items and more are to attract our younger 

veterans who are computer smart and to get all our 

present veterans involved with communicating and 

promoting our Post. 

  If you want to join the committee let me know!  If 

you are interested in some computer training at the 

Post let me Know!  Itôs your Post make it a great Post! 

BBQ Cook Off 

  The Cook Off this year is scheduled for April 24, 

2010.  Applications are out let me know if you need 

one.  Volunteer meeting will be 1 Hour before the 

super bowl at the Post 5pm.  Quick meeting collecting 

names ph. #ôs , E-mails and scheduling when the next 

volunteer meeting will be.   

  Teams meeting will be April 17, 2010 to pull for site 

location and go over rules. 

  If you would like to hear the band Southern Rukus 

they play again at the Commanders Friday night Din-

ner February 26th!  You can go to their web site 

http://southernrukus.net 

Tax Preparations 

  Carole DeCelle will be back to handle your taxôs 

again this year look at the Calendar for dates and 

times. 

 

Nominations start this month! 

Elections are in April if you were thinking about an office now is the time to step up to the Plate! 

http://www.vfw8255.org
http://www.myspace.com/vfw8255
http://www.myspace.com/vfw8255
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THE VETERANS POST FEBRUARY 2010 

  Hi Everybody 

 

  First of all I am proud to tell you we made the state all star team we had 107% in membership.  We received 

this award at Mid Winter conference Jan 15th and 16th with a great showing by Mary F., Carol N., Belinda 

Y., Kristina V. and my self.  We had a great time and as always gained more knowledge about our great or-

ganization.  Lets keep the members coming in, if you know anybody eligible to be a member help them sign 

up!  Remind anybody you know to update their expired membership! 

  Dates to remember!  February 2 we have the poor mans dinner that night shepherds pie.  Remember all 

profit we make goes to one of our programs!  February 12th Friday night itôs Valentine Dinner Dance.  We always have a great 

time!  Contact Mary Fredricks or myself if you can help out that evening or during the day to help decorate.  February 27th  Satur-

day Night Flapper-Greaser Party see the flyer  contact Sherri Smith or my self if you can help out!  This should be a blast!  Febru-

ary 28th 2:30 pm Sunday District 6 Patriot Pen  Bowling event.  See commander to signup to be on a team.  This is always such a 

great time.  All proceeds go to the youth scholarship fund.  Games are paid for already, we just need bowlers. 

  We can still use some help in the Bingo kitchen on Thursday nights.  If you can help please let me know!  Just to mention a few , 

Emily Vicky and Terry,  thank you for always being there the 3rd Thursday of every month youôre a great team!  

Love you all  

And God Bless 

Chele Burgess  LAVFW President 

  Dates and location of blood drives for the 2010 year and location! 

February 27th,  April 24, August 28th,  and Decenber 11th 

Location and time:  Publix Parking lot Middleburg @ 9am to 1 pm. 

Give the gift of life!  Use our code 1210 and the post gets credit for the donation.  Any questions call 

291-9028 or 610-1534,      

Surgeon  Laird Brindley 

From the Surgeon 

   Our next visit will be Saturday February 6th, 2010.  We still need your help. So lets take a couple 

of hours out of our busy schedule and bring some joy to those comrades and sisters that are in the hos-

pital.  So give a little of your time.  It will be very rewarding for you and the patients at Lake City.  We 

can still use your donations of baked goods, lap robe's and clothing. Letôs make this an another fine 

visit. For more information or you need a ride call Mary or I and we will get you a ride. 

Paul and Mary Frederick 

From the Hospital Chairman 

From the President of the Ladies Auxiliary 

From the Senior Vice Commander 

Membership 

Currently our Post membership stands at over 96% we need 28 either new members, reinstated members or unpaid annual mem-

bers to meet our goal of 100%.  I want to thank the Post membership committee that has worked so hard on obtaining members.  

Special thanks go to Dan Plant for all the guidance he has provided to me and the Committee.  The Committee has called all un-

paid annual members, all expired members and mailed reminders to non active members.  We will make our goal of 100% so that 

our Commander and Quartermaster will have a chance to make ñAll Stateò this year. 

Smoking Class 

The ñQuit Smoking Nowò program is scheduled for February 9th and we have over twenty members that will attend.  Our Com-

mander John Burgess will be one of the attendees.  I wish all the participants good luck in this most important health initiative.  We 

are planning a second class later this year and based upon the success of this first class we will try to make the program an ongoing 

endeavor.     

Sr Vice Commander 

Sid Newberg 
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    The  Main Street Park and Boat Ramp renaming to MSgt John E. Hayes Park and Boat Ramp is on scheduled  for May 1st 2010,   

please mark your calendar!  Thank you to Bill carter and the General Roy S Geiger Marine Corps League Detachment for all their 

efforts for one of our Post members.  ABATE (American Bikers Aimed Towards Education) helped with a bike run recently in freez-

ing weather what a great organization.  The ceremony will be at the Boat ramp and a reception will be at our Post afterwards.  Betsy 

Kahmer is looking at doing Italian food and she mentioned lasagna.  Show your loyalty to the flag and make an effort to be present at 

the Boat Ramp.  We lost a great member and a Middleburg native son.  

  This month, we have Bar Bingo on the 6th, Super Bowl Party on the 7th, and Horse Races 

on the 20th.  Be on the lookout for flyers for more information. 

  The canteen is now accepting applications for a part-time bartender.  If you or anyone you 

know is interested, please stop by and fill out an application. 

  I would like to thank Mike Vaughn, Maria Katsmire, Betsy Kahmer and Roger Smith for 

their help with Marie & Al Painterôs 50th anniversary.  Thank You so much!! 

Julie 

From your Canteen Manager 

Marching On 

  We do not know unless we are told about a member passing please let us know so we can give respect! 

Many seek the face of a ruler, but it is from the lord that a man gets justice.  

Proverbs 29:26ðChaplain Lester Gilstrap 

VFW Post 8255 Member MSgt John E Hayes  

Memorial dedication is set for May 1st Loyalty Day  

Cootiesï BingoðBowling 

Cooties fish fry on 22 January was a huge success thanks to all who enjoyed the dinner.  We had a great band Southern Rukus, who 

will play again at the  commanders dinner this month and are booked for the BBQ Cook Off!  The Supreme Hospital Visit will be on 

February 14th Sunday come visit with us and bring some cheer to the veterans in Lake City. 

  Bingoï Last year was a good year for Bingo and the Post thanked all who helped and to the LAVFW for running the 

Kitchen during Bingo.  A $5,369 dollars was given out to different charities through Bingo. 

  Bowlingï Our bowling machine is up and running.  Come on down and play a game.  Bowling Tournaments on Monday 

@4pm and Tuesday @ 7pm, 1st 8 players. 

Tony Hammerling 

*   Al and Marie Painter wish to thank the canteen manager and all her helpers who worked so hard in putting together our 50th wed-

ding celebration of the Painter, Srôs.   

We  do not believe anyone had a problem with the decorations the food or even the music.   Everything was very well placed and it 

all came together just like it was suppose to.  Thanks! 

 **  Commander lost the Thank you letter that was given him to thank everyone on the Christmas float this year Sorry Carlen!  I re-

member the Boy Scouts helped Linda Forest taking Pictures, Mike and Kristina Vaughn, Calvin, Peggy Geere for the trailer and so 

many others! We couldnôt do it without you all! 

*** Grove Park Elementry thanked us for the Somer Thompson Memorial fix up we did!  Thanks again JP, Jerry Sandlin, Roger 

Smithand Mark Lamb!  

A Thank You or Two 
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Bulletin Supporters: PRICE $12.00 a year 

Georgianna Husted 10/10 

Rudy & Miss Aggie Mears 11/10 

Bill & Judy Ruffian 12/10 

Tony Hammerling 12/10 

Harold Wroubel 1/11 

Darrell & Carol Meadows 6/11 

George Jones 11/12 

Robert & Mila May 12/11 

Norman Smith 12/11 

Joseph & Mary Lundstrom 5/14 

Fred Bickerstaff 7/12         

Gary & Tara Floyd 09/12 

Hank & Myrl Sheffield 9/12 

Gus & Sue Mohrenne 11/12 

Lester and Louise Gilstrap 09/14 

DL Carpenter 09/11 

Ladies Aux. $50/month 

Men =s Aux. $25/month 

$100 donated  in memory of  Mattie Hill 11/28  

 

Bill & Emily Carter 7/11 

Matt McMurray 2/10 

Larry Brinley 03/10 

Jerry & Peggy Sandlin 03/10 

Mike & Yuevne Nolan 03/10 

Jack & Evelyn Hopkins 03/10 

Al Vallancourt 4/10 

Joe and Judy Wolfersberger 5/10 

Ted Barber 5/10 

Jeanne Karpaitis 09/10 

FEBRUARY 2010 

So much going on so little time to do it all 

PATRIOT SERVICE DOGS  

  1st Annual Poker Run for Pups March 20th 2010 the ride will start at Our Post with breakfast by the commander.  We are looking 

for volunteers to help with breakfast.  You do not have to ride a motor cycle to participate.  All proceeds will be going to help train 

service dogs for veterans.  Dog lovers unite and make this day a great success!  Letôs make sure we have a 2nd annual Poker Run for 

Paws. 

  Patriot Service dogs web site is http://patriotservicedogs.org check them out!  Patriot Service Dogs is a  

501(c)(3) organization dedicated to helping Florida's disabled Veterans gain a sense of independence through 

their partnership with a well trained Service Dog. Our focus is placing service dogs with returning Veterans in 

need.  The statement "Freedom isn't free"- rings loud and clear to us. We strive to make a dif- ference in the lives of those 

who have given so much for our freedom.  

Patriot Service Dogs is an all Volunteer organization which relies solely on donations and contribu-

tions.  Please contact us to see ways you can help. Check out our "Help us" page to see ways to participate. 

Thank you! 
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