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VFW  Calvin Malone  A new member who 

has jumped up to help!  Calvin was a huge help 

during the building of our Christmas Float.  He 

is energetic about every thing we do around 

here! 

 

  I asked Calvin to be on the house committee to 

have some new blood and a different perspec-

tive on what we are doing with the canteen.  He 

jumped into it with both feet looking at our 

canteen rules and comparing them with the 

Departments (states).  Calvin also won our 

teacher of the year for grades 9-12.  He is 

working on his masters and he still finds time 

to help out around the Post, What a go getter. 

 

Thank You Calvin 

John Burgess 

 

 LAVFW  Betsy Kahmer and Mary Lun-

strum  for all their outstanding work through 

the holiday.  The children's Christmas party 

and holiday baskets are a lot of work and with 

the help of all their elves they get it done year 

after year.  

 

 God Bless you! 

Chele Burgess 

THE VETERANS POST 

WE HONOR THE DEAD BY HELPING THE LIVING  

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

¶ New Years Party Free 

Again 

¶ Quit Smoking Class 

¶ Tax preparation 

¶ MSgt John Hayes Bike Run 

¶ Newsletter Committee 

¶ Phone Tree 

¶ POW WOW 

¶ Chili Cook Off 
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Clay county Veterans service officer Edgar do (Ed) Silva  904-269-6326  

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION  

From the Commander   

   First Iôd like to say to everyone that helped out last 

year THANK YOU!  What a great year it was, we 

accomplished so much. 

   I am excited about the next year coming up!  I have  

6 months left as your commander.  Then I will be 

running for District 6 Surgeon this year!  So to all of 

you that have asked me to run another year donôt 

worry!    If I make District 6 Surgeon I will be work-

ing out of our Post and will not be going anywhere!  If 

I donôt make District Surgeon Iôll still be around to 

help the new commander!   

   Congratulations to Linda Chartier she won Depart-

ment (state) VFW Teacher of the year for our Post 

and will be going on to National judging.  Out-

standing Job Linda. 

POW WOW 

  I want to have a POW WOW Saturday January 30,  

what's a POW WOW you ask?  Itôs a gathering of all 

organizations in the Post to discuss the future of our 

Post.  I plan on holding a chili cook off and have 

happy hour or two during and after the POW WOW.   

    We are working on the agenda for the up coming 

year for growth and comradeship.  

  Growth  will be visions of how we will grow in 

membership, building addition, and benefits to our 

members.  All based on the growth of veterans in our 

area now and in the future.  Comradeship a simple 

word meaning a lot!  We have to all pull together for 

the Post to grow to do that, we all have to be on the 

same page.  I would like all officers that can make it 

from the VFW, LAVFW, MAVFW and Cooties to be 

there!  All Members are invited this is not a meeting 

no motions will be made.  This will be were we all 

can brainstorm and discuss future growth of the Post!  

   I am extending the invitation to the other organiza-

tions we support that use are facility!  Marine Corp 

League, ABATES, and the Boy Scouts!  They help 

out so much around the Post!  We need to know what 

they think!  Most of there members are members in 

our Post!  Numbers count, We can make things hap-

pen!  I know we can make Chili 

PHONE TREE 

  How many members know we have a phone tree 

system  using a program called www.call-em-all.com 

with 200 phone numbers the commander can call in 

an instant with important information members need!  

Out of that 200 I only have 117 signed up for it let me 

know if you want on it. 

 

  We have started a newsletter committee and that we 

are looking for a few good members.  Read more 

inside. 

 

Yours in Comradeship John Burgess 

HAPPY NEW YEARS 

Help start the year of right Come to our POW WOW  30 January 2010 

http://www.vfw8255.org
http://www.myspace.com/vfw8255
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THE  VETERANS  P OST THE  V ETERANS  P OST  

Newsletter Committee 

 If you are interested in the Posts newsletter, Web Page, My space and would like to help please see the commander.  

Presently Carol Meadows, John and Ginger Neff have shown interest in helping out.  If you are interested check out theses web 

sites vfw8255.org uses http://www.register.com, vfw8255.com uses http://www.officelive.com/en-us/ our post e-mail account uses 

http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp and our Phone tree system uses http://call-em-all.com/  These sites all have tutorials and 

are very user friendly.  No special software is needed and you can access it from almost any where in the world. 

   

                In the past year the VFW has started into the 21st century  with computer access to program reporting and membership 

access .  Our Post is there and we need members to get involved.  Join the newsletter committee and help your Post.  We are work-

ing on Wi-Fi for our members, starting a college club, so many other projects we can do to help all our members to better commu-

nicate.  The Active duty veterans out there are very computer smart and we can attract them with showing them our Post has joined 

the 21st century!  They are the future of the Post! ðð John Burgess  

  Happy New Year Everyone!  Hope you all had a wonderful Christmas!   

 

  Donôt forget  our monthly meeting Wednesday the 20th @7:30 pm .  

Lets start the new year off with lots of plans!  Sorry for  the short input, 

Iôll make it up to you all next month.  Thank Youi allfor being such great 

women and great inspiration for me. 

Love  

And God Bless 

Chele Burgess 

   Our next visit will be Saturday February 6th, 2010.  We still need your help. So lets take a 

couple of hours out of our busy schedule and bring some joy to those comrades and sisters that are 

in the hospital.  So give a little of your time.  It will be very rewarding for you and the patients at 

Lake City.  We can still use your donations of baked goods, lap robe's and clothing. Letôs make this 

an another fine visit. For more information or you need a ride call Mary or I and we will get you a 

ride. 

Paul and Mary Frederick 

From the Hospital Chairman 

From the President of the Ladies Auxiliary 

Marching On 

LAVFW - Gwenelle Hall Past December13, 2009She was a four time Post President 

of the Ladies Auxiliary and a District President and the wife of Pass Commander 

Jessie Hall.  The Post held her memorial service Sunday December 20th at the Post.  

Thankyou everyone who brought covered dishes and who participated in the ser-

vice.  

   The founders of the Ladies Auxiliary VFW placed the greatest emphasis on a 

program developed to assist veterans returning from battle and assimilating back 

into to civilian life. Today the organization continues to help those coming directly 

from the battlefield or from the hospital as they try to reestablish themselves and 

maintain normal, happy lives with their families and their communities.  

 

Righteous lips are the delight of kings; and they love him that speaketh right.  

Proverbs 16:13ðChaplain Lester Gilstrap 
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  Dates and location of blood drives for the 2010 year and location will be in next months newsletter please 

look for it!  Give the gift of life!  Use our code 1210 and the post gets credit for the donation.  Any ques-

tions call 291-9028 or 610-1534,      

Surgeon  Laird Brindley 

From the Surgeon 

General Roy S Geiger Marine Corps League Detachment  

    The  Main Street Park and Boat Ramp renaming to MSgt John E. Hayes Park and Boat Ramp is on scheduled  for May 1st 2010 we are 

still working on confirming this date.   There is a an ABATE Bike run to collect money for this project January 9th 2009 ending at our 

Post please mark your calendar!  More detail to come please watch the calendar. 

From your Canteen Manager 

It is hard to believe that 2010 is almost here!  I would like to remind you of the following: 

 

New Yearôs Eve-Thursday, December 31st at 8pm (see flyer in newsletter) 

New Yearôs Day-Friday, January 1st- There will be no dinner served that night but there will be Black Eye 

Peas & cornbread available at 1pm. 

 

I would like to wish all of you ñA Happy New Yearò. 

 

Julie Streeter 

From your Canteen Manager 

ABATE (American Bikers Aimed Towards Education) 

VFW Post 8255 Member MSgt John E Hayes 

From the Steering Committee Chairman 

  Thank you everyone for a successful year the comments of thanks and what a great looking post we have been heard.  We havenôt 

stopped yet at making our Post look good.  We will try and get everyone that has asked to help involved.  Coordination and communi-

cation is the  key.  Talk to the commander John Burgess Sr. Vice Sid Newberg, Jr. Vice Roger Smith, All Painter, Laird Brindley and 

Nick Gatto the Committee members that have done such a great job!  We are going to keep making this place a better place not lesser. 

   Laird Brindley thank you for putting that final touch of paint on the doors it made the whole Post look great!  John Burgess and Tony 

Hammerling painted and installed hardware on the island in the canteen amazing how little things make things look good! 

Steering Committee Chairman Jerry Sandlin  

Cooties 

     With the outbreak of World War Two, the Cooties recognized a need to entertain hospitalized troops and veterans during their con-

finement and rehabilitation at Veterans Administration facilities throughout the country.  Our service program is described as a directive 

to "Keep 'em Smiling in Beds of White."  

   Each year the Cooties volunteer thousands of hours of time worth over ten million dollars to DVA Hospitals and domiciliaries through-

out the United States. This work, in addition to the hours of service donated as active members of the VFW, set the members of the 

MOC  apart as Foreign Service and Combat Veterans who are fully engaged in their communities, and their fellow comrades in arms and 

their families.  If you see a bug on a VFW members collar DONòT touch it he will ask you for a dollar for his next hospital visit.  Better 

yet touch it and give hime a buck and ask when the next hospital visit is.  Make his day and ask that cootie to take you along! 
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Bulletin Supporters: PRICE $12.00 a year 

Al Vallancourt 4/10 

Joe and Judy Wolfersberger 5/10 

Ted Barber 5/10 

Jeanne Karpaitis 09/10 

Georgianna Husted 10/10 

Rudy & Miss Aggie Mears 11/10 

Bill & Judy Ruffian 12/10 

Tony Hammerling 12/10 

Harold Wroubel 1/11 

Darrell & Carol Meadows 6/11 

George Jones 11/12 

Robert & Mila May 12/11 

Norman Smith 12/11 

Joseph & Mary Lundstrom 5/14 

Fred Bickerstaff 7/12         

Gary & Tara Floyd 09/12 

Hank & Myrl Sheffield 9/12 

Gus & Sue Mohrenne 11/12 

Lester and Louise Gilstrap 09/14 

DL Carpenter 09/11 

Ladies Aux. $50/month 

Men =s Aux. $25/month 

Roy S. Geiger Marine Corp. League $60 6/08 

$100 donated  in memory of  Mattie Hill 11/28  

 

Bill & Emily Carter 7/11 

Ray & Linda Forrest 9/09 

Dennis & Melissa Scott 9/09 

Ed Dabbert 11/09 

Ed Dabbert Jr. 11/09 

Fred & Gloria Long 12/09 

Dan Plant  12/09 

Edward Ogle   12/09 

Matt McMurray 2/10 

Larry Brinley 03/10 

Jerry & Peggy Sandlin 03/10 

Mike & Yuevne Nolan 03/10 

Jack & Evelyn Hopkins 03/10 

JANUARY  2010  

Take the Commanderôs Challenge 

During the recent ñSmoking Surveyò approximately one third (33%) of the smokers indicated they would like the Post to sponsor a 

quit smoking program.  In February of next year the Post will host from the Tobacco Free Florida and the Florida Department of 

Health a stop smoking program at the Post.  The date is the 9th time to be determined, however it will be held on a Tuesday  after or 

before the boy scouts meet at 7:00pm.  The program is completely free of charge.  The Commander has signed up for the program 

and so has a number of other VFW members.  If you would like to take the Commanderôs challenge and quit smoking with the Com-

mander here is your chance.  Just notify the Senior Vice Commander Sid Newberg and he will add you to the list of individuals at-

tending.  You may call Sid at home 291-8074 his cellular 571-7225 or by email at SidNewberg@aol.com.  Further information will 

be coming out in the next few weeks.  Hope to see you there. 

Billy Moore  

  Commander John Burgess and VFW members of Post 8255 Middleburg.  I sincerely hope this thank you card extended to each and 

every VFW Member, Ladies Auxiliary member, Menôs Auxiliary member for your support at the time of Billyôs Passing.  Our Fam-

ilyôs are so grateful for all you did for us.  Bill was a caring individual, honest and sincere and went by the book.  Always caring 

about the outcome of his VFW family.  He was a valued Veteran and proved himself on November 11, 2009.  He leaves a hole in the 

heart of us all.  Thinking of your kindness, caring and support. 

Jan Belandï Moore 

Doug, Mary, MikeðGrand Boys Mike, Ross, Matt, Jordon, Jon Paul and Harden 

Chili Cook Off  

  Commander needs Ideas for awards and judges with a strong gut to test Chili after the POW WOW Saturday 30 January 2010 at 

6:30 pm.  Please Come to the POW WOW at 5:30 you might learn a thing or two! 

mailto:SidNewberg@aol.com
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VFW Post 8255 
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Middleburg, Fl. 32068 

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 8255 

Phone: 904-282-0475 

Fax: 904-282-2418 

E-mail: post8255@flvfw.org 

We Honnor The Dead By 

Helping The Living 

Weõre on the web 

www.vfw8255.org 

SIGN UP ON OUR WEB PAGE 

AND HELP US SAVE MONEY 

ON THE NEWSLETTER 

MSgt John Hayes Bike Run  

Bike run for John Hayes Memorial is on January 9th 

Check flyers at the Post! 

 

NEW YEARS EVE  

No Cover Charge at the Post come 

and enjoy the entertainment 

 

TAXS TAXS TAXS TAXS   

The Tax Lady will be at the Post again See flyer inside  


