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THE VETERANS POST 

WE HONOR THE DEAD BY HELPING THE LIVING M ARCH  2010 

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 8255 
2296 ASTER AVE MIDDL EBURG, FL 32068  

Home of the 08-09 Department of Florida VFW Jr. Vice Commander Billy Moore 

Canteen 904-282-0475  *  Office & Fax 904-282-2418  *  E Mail  commander@vfw8255.com 

Web Page www.vfw8255.org  *http://www.myspace.com/vfw8255 

Clay county Veterans service officer Edgar do (Ed) Silva  904-269-6326  

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION 

I missed it in February also CMDR 
 
From the chairman of the Kids Christmas party 
     This is late again this year, due to the party being held on 
the 19th, and I missed the newsletter input deadline. 
     I would like you all to know that the party was again, a big 
success, with over 150 children attending. 
     Breakfast was served by the Cooties, as usual it was ex-
cellently done. Thank You to these men for the many years of 
service in this important Post event.  I hope you will continue 
to perform at this function for many years to come. 
     Santa and Mrs. Claus, (Nick and Tina), arrived promptly at 
09:30 on the Middleburg fire truck, and sat with the children 
to have their pictures taken by our newest Photographer, 
Linda Forrester.  We hope to see more of you, Linda, at fu-
ture functions, and hope that Santa will continue to grace our 
party in the future.   Commander, John Burgess and Mary 
Fredrick, printed the pictures in the Aux. room, and they were 
distributed to the children as a memento of their visit with 
Santa. 
     To the Post, the Ladies Auxiliary and the Men’s Auxiliary, 
a big THANK YOU from the bottom of our hearts for funding 
this activity  Also thank you to ABATE for the teddy bears for 
the babies.  Tony Hammerling, chairman of BINGO, held a 
special game each BINGO night to benefit this party.  Good 
job and thank you. 
     Thank you to Chele Burgess for organizing the gift wrap-
ping on Dec. 7th and the stocking stuffing on Dec. 15th.  To 
Mary Lundstrum for the Child's raffle basket, it's a great idea 
and the children really enjoyed it. 
     This party takes months of preparation, many people and 
lots of money to achieve success.  Without the many parts of 
this organization and it's membership, we could not experi-
ence the joy it brings to the children of our community.  
Please keep up the good feeling that it brings. 
At this time I would like to salute everybody who helped to to 
do the following functions.  I had sign-up sheet for each of the 
units, but not everybody signed them, so if I forgot you, I am 
sorry as I can't remember as much anymore. 

Gift Wrapping 
Chele Burgess                         Linda Forrest                 
Amanda Lamb 
Donna Lamb                            Tara Floyd                    Carol 
Newberg 

Janice Manuz                          Ellen Dower Bojarski      
Amber Kernan 
Kay Brown                              Paula                            
Reba Rash 
Sandra Vernen                        Sherri Smith                  
Roger Smith 
Doreen Sarris-Shafritz              Betsy Pierce                 
Mary Stancavage 
Kristina Toth 

STOCKING STUFFERS 

Kay Brown                              Sandra Vernen               
Doreen Sarris-Shafritz 
Amber Vernen                         Betsy Pierce                  
Mary Stancavage 
Tara Floyd                               Kristina Vaughn             
Linda Forrest 
Carol Newberg                         Sherri Smith                   
Vicki Dincher 
Kristina Toth                            Fran Watson 

PARTY DAY 

Kevin Hall                                Jeanine Hall                   
Doreen Sarris-Shafritz 
Carol Meadows                        Kyle Pierce                    
Betsy Pierce 
Tabitha Hall                             Chele Burgess                
Gary Floyd  
Boatsy                                    George Jones                 
Tony Hammerling 
Linda Forrest                           Amanda Price(CS)          
Ray Forrest 
Dan Plant                                Larry Brinley                   
Paul Fredrick 
Hillary Warren                          Mary Stancavage            
Donnie Harris 
Michael Wade Greer                Mary Fredrick                  
Nick & Tina 
Sincerely, 
Betsy Kahmer,  
chairman 
Mary Stancavage, Co-Chairman 
Many Thanks to all, and I hope, Lord willing, to see 
you all again next year! 
     

http://www.vfw8255.org
http://www.myspace.com/vfw8255


2 

 

THE  VETERANS  P OST MARCH 2010  

  Hi Everybody 

 

   Here are some dates for you all to mark on your calendar:  March13thðROCK A THON 9 am to 6 pm for 

Cancer Aid and Research and Betseyôs Philly Cheese Steaks!!!!  March 28thðChildrens Easter Party, 2 pm 

to 4 pm Come join the fun!!!!!  March 30thðLAVFW Poor mans Dinner Come help cook or donôt cook and 

come down and feed the family!  Please come and support all or at least one of these LAVFW functions. 

 

  Love you all  

And God Bless 

Chele Burgess  LAVFW President 

From the President of the Ladies Auxiliary 

From the Senior Vice Commander 

Membership ï Currently the Middleburg Post 8255 stands at 99% of our goal, we need only six either new members, renewed mem-

bers or reinstated members to reach our goal of 100%.    If there is a hardship situation due to financial or other reason, contact Sid 

Newberg at 291-8074 and the Membership Committee the situation and if appropriate pay the members dues for them. 

Army Freedom Team Salute ï Attached to this Newsletter is a list of Army veterans that have been awarded the ñArmy Freedom 

Team Saluteò award.  These awards will be presented to these individuals at the March General Membership Meeting on March 17th.  

Please review the listing and if your name appears please make every attempt to attend the meeting.  If you are unable to attend please 

have an alternate present to receive your award.  This program is completely funded by the Department of the Army and they sincerely 

want to thank all those who served in the U.S. Army. 

Quit Smoking Now ï The Quit Smoking Now classes began on February 9th with fifteen members attending the class.  I want to con-

gratulate each of those individuals for their effort to improve their health.  The class has been a lot of fun and is completely free to the 

individuals attending.  Our Commander John Burgess has now quit smoking and I congratulate him.  There will be a second class con-

ducted later in the year and further announcement will be made closer to the time of the class, however if you would like to attend the 

next class just let Sid Newberg know and he will put you on the attendee list. 

Senior Vice Commander, Sid Newberg 

Poppy Drive Kick Off for Memorial Day! 

 

  Tuesday March 2nd Poor Man Dinner, Cabbage Rolls, Red Skin butter parsley potatoes, Corn Casserole and Desert only $5.00 serv-

ing time 5:00pm to 7:15pm. 

  So Please mark your calendar, and you can always call me early to reserve you a dinnerat the Post or reserve for carry out.  My cell # 

is 877-9286.  Once again all profits go directly to our Poppy Drive. 

Thank You in Advance, Jr. Vice Commander, Roger Smith 

JR. Vice Commander 

PATRIOT SERVICE DOGS 

  1st Annual Poker Run for Pups March 20th 2010 the ride will start at Our Post with breakfast by the com-

mander.  We are looking for volunteers to help with breakfast.  You do not have to ride a motor cycle to 

participate.  All proceeds will be going to help train service dogs for veterans.  Dog lovers unite and make this day a 

great success!  Letôs make sure we have a 2nd annual Poker Run for Paws. 

  Patriot Service dogs web site is http://patriotservicedogs.org check them out!  Patriot Service Dogs is a 501(c)(3) organization 

dedicated to helping Florida's disabled Veterans gain a sense of independence through their partnership with a well trained Service 

Dog. Our focus is placing service dogs with returning Veterans in need.  The statement "Freedom isn't free"- rings loud and clear to us. 

We strive to make a difference in the lives of those who have given so much for our freedom.  

Patriot Service Dogs is an all Volunteer organization which relies solely on donations and contributions.  Please contact us to see ways 

you can help. Check out our "Help us" page to see ways to participate. Thank you! 
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M ARCH 2010  THE  VETERANS  P OST 

  Dates and location of blood drives for the 2010 year and location! 

February 27th,  April 24, August 28th,  and Decenber 11th 

Location and time:  Publix Parking lot Middleburg @ 9am to 1 pm. 

Give the gift of life!  Use our code 1210 and the post gets credit for the donation.  Any questions call 

291-9028 or 610-1534,      

Surgeon  Laird Brindley 

From the Surgeon 

Marching On 

  We do not know unless we are told about a member passing please let us know so we can give respect! 

Open your mouth, judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and needy.  

Proverbs 31:9ðChaplain Lester Gilstrap 

COMMANDER 

Cootiesï BingoðBowling 

Horse Races: Members and guests had alot of fun at Febuary's horse races. Come join us for the next one, check the newletters and 

flyers for the date. 

Cooties 

Our hospital visits are going well, hope to see more of you there to join us. Mark your calendars--- March 6, the FOLLIES presented 

by the Cooties take place, dinner at 5:31PM and the show at 7:01PM, dinner tickets for sell at the door or see Tony,  open to ALL, 

please come out and join us for alot of laughter and fun.  March 12 the Cooties dinner Will be stuffed pork chops by Paul Fredericks. 

"KEEP THEM SMILIN' IN BEDS OF WHITE" 

Bowling 

Bowling tournaments every Monday at 4PM, sign-up @ 3:30PM  and also on Tuesday's, sign-up @ 6:30PM to start at 7PM. Please 

come join us. Any questions contact Tony or Julie. 

Tony Hammerling 

Seam Squirrel GO   GATORS National Champions '96,'06 & 08 IN GOD WE TRUST  

ELECTIONS 

 Yes it is that time of the year!  I have had a wonderful two years as your commander.  I thank everyone for the support!  Although I 

thought about running again I am not!  I am running for the District 6 Surgeon Chair in May.  Like in the military you train the men 

and women below you knowing you need to step up or down some day.  We have a  few good men and women who have mentioned 

interest in running for Post officer we need a few more.  Next month we start nominations at our March 17th General Meeting and 

vote to have all day elections or closed at the April 21st General Meeting only. 

 Our Post is growing and so is the community around us.  We need you to get involved come to your General meetings and listen to 

who is nominated.  Help direct which way you want our Post to go!  IT IS YOUR POST! 

Work Shops  

  ñWe Honor the Dead by Helping the Livingò  Yes thatôs our Motto!  So I need to know how we can help you!  The following are a 

list of items we can do work shops on! 

Computer Training (Beginners and Advanced)                                         Stop Smoking Classô (Already started) 

Job Seminars                                                                                               Financial Counseling (Home buying, personal, retirementé) 

VA Benefits                                                                                                Counseling (PTSD)  

Sky is the limit Sid Newberg and I are combing the membership for help and for you who would like to see these and more work 

shops at our Post!  April we are going to try and set up a financial work shop Please let us know what type might interest you and 

what time and day of the week you would like to have it on!  See óOther ways Supporters can help on Page 4ò 

In Comradeship John Burgess 

PS. We can help you eat good too!  BBQ Cook Off April 24th. Band is Southern Rukus 
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Bulletin Supporters: PRICE $12.00 a year 

Georgianna Husted 10/10 

Rudy & Miss Aggie Mears 11/10 

Bill & Judy Ruffian 12/10 

Tony Hammerling 12/10 

Harold Wroubel 1/11 

Darrell & Carol Meadows 6/11 

George Jones 11/12 

Robert & Mila May 12/11 

Norman Smith 12/11 

Joseph & Mary Lundstrom 5/14 

Fred Bickerstaff 7/12         

Gary & Tara Floyd 09/12 

Hank & Myrl Sheffield 9/12 

Gus & Sue Mohrenne 11/12 

Lester and Louise Gilstrap 09/14 

DL Carpenter 09/11 

Ladies Aux. $50/month 

Men =s Aux. $25/month 

In Memory of late Florida Senior Vice Com-

mander Billy More 11-18-41ð11-11-09  3/12 

Bill & Emily Carter 7/11 

Matt McMurray 2/10 

Larry Brinley 03/10 

Jerry & Peggy Sandlin 03/10 

Mike & Yuevne Nolan 03/10 

Jack & Evelyn Hopkins 03/10 

Al Vallancourt 4/12 

Joe and Judy Wolfersberger 5/10 

Ted Barber 5/10 

Jeanne Karpaitis 09/10 

MARCH 2010  

    The  Main Street Park and Boat Ramp renaming to MSgt John E. Hayes Park and Boat Ramp is on scheduled  for May 1st 2010,   

please mark your calendar!  Thank you to Bill carter and the General Roy S Geiger Marine Corps League Detachment for all their 

efforts for one of our Post members.  ABATE (American Bikers Aimed Towards Education) helped with a bike run recently in freez-

ing weather what a great organization.  The ceremony will be at the Boat ramp and a reception will be at our Post afterwards.  Betsy 

Kahmer is looking at doing Italian food and she mentioned lasagna.  Show your loyalty to the flag and make an effort to be present at 

the Boat Ramp.  We lost a great member and a Middleburg native son.  

VFW Post 8255 Member MSgt John E Hayes  

Memorial dedication is set for May 1st Loyalty Day  

Other ways Supporters can help! 

  Recently many VFWôs are trying to set up work shops to help there veteran community by gathering support from the local community with some 

great success!  VFW Post 8195 in Hollywood Florida is a perfect example, Services currently being provided include:  Individual readjustment 

counseling for past, present and returning war Veterans and their families.  Referrals for benefits assistance, Serving as a liaison with community 

agencies, Job counseling and placement along with Community education! Check them out:  http://vfwstoneofhope.org/  

  Sid Newberg and myself are looking at ways we can support our veterans.  The stop smoking work shop and members computer for job hunting 

are  example of things we can do!  Other interest from members are computer, financial, VA benifit work shops and we are moving forward with 

workshops presented by Prudential.    Date & time to be announced soon." If you are a professional or know one that would like to start some type 

of  work shop please talk to Sid or myself!  Members please let us know what type of work shop would benefit you!  One way you can help is buy-

ing a post E-mail account my personal E-mail account is john.burgess@vfw8255.com.  A donation of $5.00 or more and you can have yours for a 

year also.  Profit will go to materials for all work shops.  Veterans helping veterans like Jerry Sandlins helping hands are so rewarding and benifitial 

to the Post.  Our Motto is ñHonoring the Dead by helping the Living!ò  John Burgess, Post 904-282-0475 Cell 904-252-9497 
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VFW Post 8255 

2296 Aster Ave 

Middleburg, Fl. 32068 

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 8255 

Phone: 904-282-0475 

Fax: 904-282-2418 

E-mail: post8255@flvfw.org 

We Honnor The Dead By 

Helping The Living 

Weõre on the web 

www.vfw8255.org 

SIGN UP ON OUR WEB PAGE 

AND HELP US SAVE MONEY 

ON THE NEWSLETTER 

TAXS TAXS TAXS TAXS  

The Tax Lady will be at the Post again See Calendar 

Communications Committee   

We have a new Committee John Neff is the Chairman of the Communication Commit-

tee with Ginger Neff, Mike Nolan, Darrel and Carol Meadows, Jerri Humphrey and one 

seat open for a MAVFW Member.  This committee will be takeing care of all our com-

puters, web page, E-mail, phone tree and Newsletter.  I see great things coming our way 

what a line up of members!  Veterans helping Veterans! 

BBQ COOK OFF 

Applications are available at the Post and on line at our web site.  The Band this year is 

Southern Rukus!  MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Dates Friday April 23rd Cook Teams setup and meat inspection TBD 

                               6pm Steak dinner and 8pm Southern Rukus Band 

          Saturday April 24th  Sell meals at 1200 noon Sothern Rukus Starts at 12:30 to 

                                          4:30 with awards ceremony at 5:00pm 

Look for the Paw prints in the Newsletter 


